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UM FACULTY MEMBER 
TO LEAD WILDERNESS 
HIKE NEAR HAMILTON
MISSOULA---
Richard W. Behan, 36, associate professor of forestry at the University of Montana, will 
be codirector of an 11-mile wilderness hike to the Trapper Peak of the Bitterroot Mountains 
near Hamilton, Sunday (Aug. 31).
The one-day family hike will be the final outing of the Montna Wilderness Association, 
an organization devoted to conservation. Ann M. Behan, Behan's wife, will join her husband 
in leading the hike.
Designated meeting place for the hike, which is open to the public, is the parking lot 
at the Trapper Creek Job Corps Camp on the west fork of the Bitterroot River, about 10 
miles southwest of Darby at 8 a.m. Sunday.
Behan, who has led wilderness walks since 1964, describes his interest in leading such 
hikes as "an opportunity to enjoy social experiences and to conduct a community service."
Behan said, that in his opinion, people who live in big cities "hike for the sake of 
hiking" because they want to escape the hubbub of urban living.
"Hiking in Montana is often the means to other goals such as fishing, bird watching, 
social interaction, mountaineering and hunting," he added.
"A true wilderness experience not related to recreational goals also may be realized in 
remote natural surroundings,"Behan said.
Behan's experience includes six years in Alaska with the Forest Service on the Tongass 
National Forest near Ketchikan in the southeast panhandle.
Behan received his bachelor's degree in forestry in 1957 and his master's degree 
in 1960 at the University of Montana.
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He is slated to receive his doctorate from the University of California, Berkeley, 
Calif., in 1970, following the completion of his thesis describing professional bureau 
policy-making for Region 1, U.S. Forest Service.
Behan, a native of Evanston, 111., is a son of Mrs. Estelle F. Behan of Evanston.
He is married to the former Ann M. Ainsworth, a 1957 UM graduate in education. The 
couple has three children.
Behan's long-range plans include teaching and perhaps permanent residency in Missoula. 
"Missoula is a compromise Utopia," he said. "It combines the proximity of the great 
outdoors with a university culture."
